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Issue 34

Stock Market

he stock market has become the center of our lives. It

affects us all, investors and noninvestors alike. Even
governments rise or fall on the way the market behaves. Its all
a big game of chance. of course. L ucky investors may get rich
overnight,* but the unlucky become impoverished just as
cquickly. The illusion is that stock prices alwavs go up. but that
just is not true. And even when the market average goes up,
there are lots of individual stocks that plummet* in price—often
because of rumors or conditions that have nothing to do with

how well-managed the company is or what its real financial
future is likely to be. If 1 were a gambler, 1 wouldn’ bet on the

market, I'd go to the race track—at least there, someone always
Wins.

s overnight : happening as if in a single night; suddenly -
s plummet : fall straight down; plunge



Issue 2a—Stock MNMarfet

Cﬂfﬂpl"EhEl"lSiDn

1. Why is investing in the market a gamble?
2. If the overall market value is rising, and 1 have money invested

in it, does that mean I'm making monevy?
3. How do we know il a stock is going 1o be a good investmenat?

Express Yourself

% 1. Whyv do manv people invest when markets are erratic?®
. — 2. Do vou own stock? Do vou plan on buyving anv? Why or whwv
not?
3. Do vou have an investment strategy ™+
4. Do vou know a better investment than stocks?
5. Why do some people sell their stock for less money than they

paid for it?
6. Why don’t people who have made a lot of money just take it
out while thevy still have a profit to show?
- Why do noninvestors worry about market conditions?
. What is vour opinion of people who never invest?

ol B

Is it possible to buy stocks that are guaranteed to make
IMoney

=arratic : irregular or uneven, as in Quailty or progress
= strategy : a plan of action



Useful Expressions
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The first time a man bets, he bets to win. The rest of the
time hes tryving to break even.

No one has more ftaith than the person who plays the slot
machines.

The best throw of the dice is to throw them awaw
MNever bet on a sure thing unless vou can afford to lose.

It is hard to decide whether gambling is a means of getting
something for nothing or nothing for something.

The safest bet is the one yvou didnt make.

No wile can endure a gambling husband —unless he’s a
steady winner.

The best way to get out of a poker game with a small fortune
is to start with a large one.

All torms of gambling are frowned* upon by preachers—

except marriage.

There are two times in a man'’s life when he shouldn’t
gamble: when he can’'t afford it and when he can.

= frown : disapprove of (ath)



